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…Finding & producing oil & gas 
– some basic facts
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Liquefied Natural Gas
The Earth holds enormous quantities 

of natural gas – enough to last for 
several decades at current levels of 
consumption. However, much more gas 
is located far out at sea or in remote 
regions hundreds of kilometres from 
where the gas is needed and laying 
a pipeline would not be technically or 
economically feasible.
To transport this fuel, it can be converted 
into liquefied natural gas (LNG).
LNG is natural methane gas that has 
been chilled to -160°C. This chilling proc-
ess, known as liquefaction, takes place 
in specialised facilities and condenses 
the gas to 1/600th of its previous volume. 
This makes it easier to ship safely and 
efficiently aboard LNG tanker vessels.

After arriving at its destination, LNG is 
frequently stored securely as a liquid in 
specially engineered tanks. For further 
processing, it is warmed to 0°C, which 
returns it to its gaseous state. It is then 
delivered to natural gas customers 
through the local gas pipeline network.
LNG is not new. It has been created and 
transported for more than 40 years and 
has an excellent safety record. 
According to the BP Statistical Review, 
over 226 billion cubic metres of 
gas are now shipped as LNG every 
year – equivalent to around 7% of the 
international trade in gas. LNG (liquefac-
tion, transport and re-gasification) is an 
excellent complement to pipeline supply. 
Its proliferation has enabled natural gas 
to become a global commodity.A methane tanker carrying LNG

Qatargas LNG plant by night (Photo courtesy Qatar Liquefied Gas Company Ltd)


